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A
PERRYVILLE CABINETMAKER DOESN'T NEED 
SIGHT TO CREATE BEAUTY

 ll of us at one time or another have asked ourselves 
“What if?”. What if I miss that flight? What if I don’t get 
the job? Often those questions are just our minds’ way 
of helping us prepare for life’s unpredictability. Perryville 
cabinetmaker David Life also asked himself a what-if 
question as a young man: What if I go blind? It wasn’t a 
random question for him, a fear that grew out of an article 
he’d read or a poor night’s sleep. It was a real and rational 
concern because his mother started to lose her vision at 40 
and is now completely blind. 
 So he headed to an eye doctor and asked him straight 
out, “Am I going to go blind?” �e doctor’s answer: Not a 
chance. And then, just before his 40th birthday, the lights 
started going out. Or, more precisely, o� and on. �at’s 
how Life describes his initial symptoms. 
 “I started noticing things changing about four years 

ago. I was having trouble reading; I was having trouble 
driving,” he said. “When I would drive on a sunny day 
and come to a shaded area, my eyes couldn’t adjust and it 
was almost like driving for 10 seconds and then closing 
your eyes for 5, driving with your eyes open for 10 or 15 
seconds, then closing your eyes.”
 Turns out, Life has the same condition as his mother, 
rod-cone dystrophy. �e diagnosis came with an 
additional blow from his doctor: “Not only did he tell me 
I was legally blind, which was the first time I’d heard that 
statement, ‘You are legally blind,’” Life recalled, “but I also 
was told by him, ‘You need to find another profession.’”
 Life designs and builds kitchens for a living. So it 
might be logical to assume that eyesight would be a 
nonnegotiable qualification for his job, especially when 
you consider that he works with potentially dangerous 

equipment, like table saws and routers. Even 
Life wondered if he could continue.
    “I left that visit not sure what to do,” he 
said. “I’d been doing the same thing for 15 
years to provide for the family.” 
    Luckily, the second doctor Life went to 
encouraged him to continue doing what he 
was doing until he was sure he couldn’t do it 
any more. 

WITH THESE HANDS

“BUT HAVING A DOCTOR SAY, ‘KEEP 
GOING. FIND WAYS TO MAKE IT 
HAPPEN’ – THAT WAS HELPFUL. AND 
THAT’S WHEN I STARTED TO COME UP 
WITH WAYS TO KEEP DOING WHAT I 
WAS DOING DESPITE THE OBSTACLES.”

by Susan McDaniel  Photos by Rideout Photography

LIFE'S
LESSONS
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Despite being legally blind, David 
Life continues his career as a 
professional cabinetmaker.
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 “I had kind of already come to that realization, that that’s what 
I had to do. �e bills were stacking up,” recalled Life, who was 
supporting a wife and five children. “But having a doctor say, ‘Keep 
going. Find ways to make it happen’ – that was helpful. And that’s 
when I started to come up with ways to keep doing what I was 
doing despite the obstacles.” 
 Before he lost his vision, Life’s company, LCW Cabinets & 
Countertops, was basically a one-man show. “I did everything by 
myself. I designed the job, I built the job, I painted, stained and 
finished the job, and I installed the job. Start to finish by myself, 
and I really loved it,” he said.
 As his vision has deteriorated, Life and his family have made 
some obvious adjustments. He doesn’t drive. He doesn’t mow 

the lawn. You might think he wouldn’t work with any machinery 
anymore, but he does. He is still designing kitchens and he is still 
building cabinets. He takes dimensions, thanks to a talking tape 
measure. He guides a router to create beautiful fluted columns. 
(In fact, he says he can now smell when the bearing needs to be 
replaced.) And he still uses his table saw with the help of small 
wooden jigs he’s created to set the blade for the cuts. 
 �e Kentucky Department of the Blind has supplied him with 
additional tools, such as CCTV monitors that magnify items so 
he can see them, for example his mail, sections of a blueprint or a 
router bit. “I can actually look at [the bit] on a screen and it’s huge, 
so I can see where to put that little bitty Allen wrench to switch out 
a bearing.” 
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 And his wife and children have stepped in, each with his or 
her own skills, to make LCW Cabinets & Countertops a true 
family enterprise.
 �e transition hasn’t been quick or smooth; there have been 
stumbles along the way. Cabinets that weren’t square. Finish 
work that wasn’t, well, finished. Life passed the finishing on to 
his eldest son and focused on re-perfecting his cabinet-making 
skills without sight.  
 “His attitude is to get it done,” said Life’s wife Beth. “I’d say 
‘this cabinet is crooked,’ and he’d say, ‘OK’ and get out his rubber 
mallet and disassemble it and redo it. Slowly he learned how to 
make sure that didn’t happen anymore. We don’t ever see that 
now because he knows how to watch for those things. He just 
has this great attitude.”
 Life gives his parents credit for his ability to handle this new 
life situation: “Both of my parents had polio when they were 
young. My father, he has almost no use of his arms, he has a 
brace on one leg and his legs are definitely a�ected. He can walk, 
but he can’t run. He drives, he does everything without his arms. 
He types with a stick in his mouth. He wrote his whole doctoral 
dissertation with a Bic pen in his mouth. And then my mother is 
the opposite. She has crutches and braces on both legs and she’s 
blind, but she completely takes care of the house: cooks, cleans, 
takes care of my dad. I grew up with all of that, so when I started 
going through these things I really didn’t have a choice to not 
find ways to press on around these challenges. I had the perfect 
examples growing up of what you do.”
 Life knows the answer to his what-if question all those years 
ago. Now, he says, he’s asking new questions, like why people 
leading him around don’t remember that he’s taller than they are 
when they come to branches, and why hemorrhoid cream comes 
in a similar tube as toothpaste. “It took about two hours for the 
numbness to wear o�,” he said, chuckling. “You can choose to 
think that’s funny or you can get mad.”
 It’s not di�cult to see what his choice is. S

To see examples of David Life’s woodwork, visit 

LCWcabinets.com.
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